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Mission Statement 
Inspired and guided by Gospel teachings 

and the principles and charisms of the 

Marists, Notre Dame Academy focuses 

on Christ as the foundation of human 

knowledge and prayerfully works to  

educate the developing child with a 

global perspective.  òKnowledge set in 

the context of faith becomes wisdom 

and life vision.ó 



 

  In the fall of 2004, a grass roots effort began to open a Catholic elementary school in a suburban area northeast of Atlanta.  At this  

  time, the demand for Catholic education was exceeding the supply.  In 1999 and 2000 the Archdiocese opened five new elemen- 

  tary and high schools, but, despite this considerable effort, there were still many more families seeking Catholic education for their  

  children than there were available places in Catholic schools. 
 

  In response to this need, a group of parents gathered to explore opening a Catholic elementary school. This grass roots effort  

  quickly took on momentum.  The first step was to ask then Archbishop Donoghue for permission to open a Catholic school.  The  

  Archbishop granted the permission and made clear that the Archdiocese was not in a position to offer help to this effort.  It was at  

  this time that I approached the Society of Mary.  In  Atlanta, there is not a more recognizable or respected name in Catholic educa- 

  tion than Marist.  Marist School in Atlanta is recognized for excellence in all areas ð academics, athletics, arts, and spirituality.  As 

I familiarized myself with the Society of Mary and the Marist Fathers at Marist School, it became clear that the Marist charism in education was a good fit for 

our efforts.  Our goal was to open a Catholic school that was simple in structure but strong in program.  We were looking to open a Catholic school that would 

welcome families of all faiths. 
 

My first phone call was to a Marist Provincial, Father Dennis Steik, S.M.  He recommended that I speak directly with Father Konzen, Principal at Marist School 

in Atlanta.  I wrote Father Konzen a letter explaining our efforts and our need to have a religious order support our efforts. Within days, Father responded and 

attended a meeting at my home with a group of parents.  From that evening on, the rest quickly followed.  The Marists were going to support the new school 

project in ways that would provide the spiritual and academic animation and identity for our new school. 
 

With the blessing of the Society of Mary, Notre Dame Academy today is in its fifth year of operation and is 460 students strong.  With the help of the Marist  

Fathers, we are able to celebrate Mass with the children every week. We have a  clear spiritual identity in the tradition of Father Colin and the Society of Mary.  

As each year passes and we learn more about the Marist spirituality, we realize how blessed we are to have this connection. 

 

Invest in Marist Education 

When I was contacted five years ago by Debra Orr to discuss a possibility regarding a new elementary school in Gwinnett 

County, I had doubts that it would be congruent with the educational aims of the Society of Mary.  Soon that picture changed.  

The vision that she mapped out made it easy to see how the Maristsô long tradition of Catholic secondary schooling in Atlanta 

might be complemented by a new and thriving elementary apostolate in the Atlanta area. 
 

Not long before, we at Marist had begun the ñReach for Excellenceò program to prepare students from underserved urban middle 

schools for entrance into top-flight college-prep high schools.  It seemed at first that we would not have the personnel or the time 

to pursue another affiliated project, namely, an association with a start-up elementary school.  However, the mutual benefits soon 

emerged: an educational direction steeped in a definite spiritual tradition for the new school, and the prospect of incoming stu-

dents prepared in a ñMarist  wayò for Marist School ð some of whom would be the suburban children of Marist School graduates. 
 

The Society of Mary in Georgia, with the blessing of the Provincial, collaborated in naming the new school Notre Dame Academy (in part to have schools 

named ñMaristò and ñNotre Dame,ò just as the Marists do in Michigan), agreed to provide a Marist chaplain for regular sacramental and pastoral presence in 

the school, took a seat on the schoolôs Board of Trustees, and provided the Elements of Marist Education as the key defining document for the design of the 

new schoolôs curriculum and allied programs.  Once up and running, Notre Dame Academy added the International Baccalaureate in order to serve its diverse 

clientele with the most complete and current academic offerings available. 
 

The partnership has been excellent, and the vision and drive of Debbie Orr is nothing short of phenomenal.  With the help of some key backers, and working 

from a rich experience in Catholic education, she moved rapidly to establish a school that parents said from its beginning was thoroughly Catholic and was 

child-centered in the best possible ways.  The school has added gifted professionals on its staff and a second facility for the earliest ages.  Best of all, close to 

500 students attend a Catholic school where formerly there was none.  The mission to those wanting a Catholic education has been extended, and the Marists 

in Atlanta conduct or aid three distinct educational venues, all under the inspiration of the earliest Marists and the aims laid down by Father Colin for the Mar-

ists at Belley, the first Marist school. 
 

May Mary, whose happy task it was to instruct Jesus, guide these efforts for the sake of extending her family, to which they belong by gracious choice. 

The following articles were published in Todayõs Marists, the Thanksgiving/Advent 2009 issue. 

Debra M. Orr 

Head of School 

Notre Dame Academy 

Rev. Joel M. Konzen, S.M. 

Principal, Marist School 



Dear Friends, 
 

In our fourth year of operation, we have been guided by faith, rich in our Catholic beliefs, that God will be ever-present in our lives.  

Notre Dame Academyõs motto since inception has been òHave FAITH in Your Childõs Education.ó  Through faith we have continued to 

receive abundant blessings that have come in many forms: academic achievement, spiritual development, generous benefactors, and 

so much more. 
 

After three years of rigorous effort by faculty and staff, we are blessed and overjoyed to become Americaõs first Catholic elementary 

school authorized to be an International Baccalaureate World School teaching the Primary Years Programme (PYP) to Pre-K3 through 

5th Grade.  Our students receive an unparalleled education that is both challenging and exciting, where they are taught to be lifelong 

learners as they prepare for the globally-connected world that awaits them. Our graduates leave with the knowledge, faith, confidence, 

and inspiration to make a difference in the world. 
 

With the spiritual guidance of the Marist Fathers, our students continue to be blessed with the celebration of Mass and sacramental 

presence at Notre Dame Academy. Our faculty and staff have been privileged to participate in the Marist Conference of priests, school 

faculty, staff, and many others from around the world who gathered in Atlanta last year. 
 

We continue to be blessed by donations from generous benefactors and supportive parents to whom we pay tribute in the 2008-2009 

Annual Report. 
 

May we always be mindful of and grateful for Godõs blessings and presence in our lives, 

 

  
David E. Schroeder, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
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Invest in Faith 



Invest in Faith 

Invest in Service 
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2nd Grade partnering with Plantation South 

 

2008-2009  

 

Honoree of the Year Award  

Notre Dame Academy recognizes Mrs. Lynette Wilson as the 

recipient of this prestigious award for her tremendous work 

and leadership in attaining the schoolõs International Baccalau-

reate World School authorization. 

8th Grade partnering with Annandale Village 1st Grade partnering with Ronald McDonald House 

3rd Grade partnering with Keep Gwinnett Beautiful 



2008-2009 School Highlights  
 

AdmissionsAdmissions   
¶ Student enrollment increased 4% in 2008-2009.    

¶ Overall growth in enrollment for the first four years has been extraordinary. 

Notre Dame Academy opened in August 2005 with 155 students and ended 

the year with 212 students. As shown in the adjacent chart, student enrollment 

reached 520 students in the 2008-09 school year. 

¶ Consistent with the Marist tradition, Notre Dame Academy continued to main-

tain its enrollment of 75% Catholic students and 25% students of other faiths. 

¶ Notre Dame Academy maintained its student/teacher ratio of 10:1 for the 

2008-2009 school year.   

¶ Notre Dame Academy received 155 applications for admission to Pre-K3 

through 8th Grade for the 2009-2010 school year.  

¶ With our authorization as an IB World School granted in March 2009, Notre 

Dame Academy is attracting many international families including the admis-

sion of six international students for the 2009-2010 school year who had relo-

cated to the United States in the last six months. 
 

 

FFUNDRAISINGUNDRAISING   
¶ The Annual Fund Campaign raised $634,190 exceeding the goal of $600,000 

with 76% parent participation and 100% staff, faculty, and board participation. 

¶ Notre Dame Academy School and Family Organization (SFO) raised $124,752 

in parent sponsored events and programs including the annual Gala. 

¶ Students participated in their only annual fundraiser, Strides for Science Fun 

Run raising $40,028 to benefit the science curriculum at Notre Dame Acad-

emy. 

¶ Restricted gifts were made to the òPartner in Technologyó program to provide 
age-appropriate computer centers in Pre-K through 5th Grade classrooms, as 

well as a Middle School Computer Lab for use by the 6th through 8th Grades. 

¶ Notre Dame Academy began participation in the Georgia GOAL Scholarship 

Program in January 2009 raising $49,500 in scholarships that were awarded 

to 12 new students admitted for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

CC OMMUNITYOMMUNITY   OO UTREACHUTREACH   
¶ Notre Dame Academy students partnered with 13 non-profit organizations to 

perform meaningful, year-round service programs that were integrated into 

their curriculum.  (See adjacent list of service learning partners.) 

¶ Students, staff, and faculty participated in a clothing drive that benefited  

St. Vincent de Paul. 

¶ As a member of the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce, Notre Dame Academy 

sponsored the Chamberõs Annual Meeting, Valor Awards, and Small Business 

Pinnacle Awards events. 

¶ As a member of the Georgia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Notre Dame 

Academy hosted the Chamberõs Womenõs Business Speaker Series breakfast. 

¶ During Catholic Schools Week, Notre Dame students raised $4,471 in a òPenny 

Warsó contest that benefited Holy Childhood Association and the Gwinnett 

Medical Center cancer program in loving memory of Mrs. Megan Callahan 

Ryan, former Principal of Notre Dameõs Early Years Campus.  

                                                                         (4) 
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Annual Fund $634,190 

 
SFO $124,752 

 
Fun Run $ 40,028 

 
SUBTOTAL  $798,970 
 

Georgia GOAL $ 49,500 

Scholarships 

 
TOTAL  $848,470 
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  Angels of Atlanta 

Annandale Village 

Beacon of Hope 

Catholic Charities of Archdiocese   

  of Atlanta ð ñChest of Drawersò 

Childrenôs Healthcare of Atlanta 

Clean Air/Clean Water 

Duluth Cooperative Ministries 

Foster Childrenôs Foundation 

Holy Childhood Association 

Keep Gwinnett Beautiful 

Peachtree Christian Hospice 

Plantation South 

Ronald McDonald House 



 

20082008 -- 2009 2009   

BOARD OF TRUSTEESBOARD OF TRUSTEES   
 

David Schroeder, Chairman 
 President, Schroeder Slater 

Kimberly Dollar 

Jackie O. Ginn 

 Vice President of Membership, DeKalb Chamber of Commerce 

Matthew Gunbie 
 Partner, PriceWaterhouse Coopers 

Gary Hegarty 
        Director of Finance, Notre Dame Academy  

Rev. Joel M. Konzen, S.M. 
 Principal, Marist School 

PJ Lynch 
 CEO, Lasercraft, Inc. 

Anne Mancini 
 Advancement Director, Notre Dame Academy 

Jack Mandula 
 President, Gen/Tran Corporation 

Brian Mulligan 
    Director of Business Development, Evergreen Construction 

Edward OõConnor 
 Vice President, Connolly Realty Services, Inc. 

Debra Orr 
 Head of School, Notre Dame Academy 

Mary Catherine St. Louis 
 Attorney 

Robert Fitzgerald 
 Consultant to the Board of Trustees 
 

 

20082008 -- 2009 2009   

Major DonorsMajor Donors   
  

$40,000 and up$40,000 and up  

Cornerstone Campaign BenefactorsCornerstone Campaign Benefactors  
(Multi(Multi--year pledges of $150,000)year pledges of $150,000)  

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Dollar  

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Finneran   

Mr. and Mrs. Sean Lynch  

Mr. and Mrs. David Schroeder  

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Wood, Jr.   

Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Wood  
 

$10,000 $10,000 ðð  $39,000$39,000  
The Catholic Foundation of North Georgia 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph George  

Mr. and Mrs. John McKenna  

2008 -2009 STANDING  COMMITTEES  

OF  THE  BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES 
 

Advancement Committee 

Kimberly Dollar, Co-Chair     Anne Mancini 

Jack Mandula, Co-Chair     Brian Matthews  

Susan Parrish, Co-Chair   Eileen Matthews  

Joe George*  Kevin OõBrien                         

Kelly George*   Karen Whitehead  

Jackie O. Ginn  
                     

Building and Grounds Committee 

Edward OõConnor, Chair           Debra Orr  

Doug Breaux                       David Schroeder  

Jimmy Dollar                      Richard Swope  

Michael Hay Lee Wood 
 

Finance Committee 

John McKenna, Chair Ed Mitchell 

Diego Gastaldi Darren Rish 

Matthew Gunbie Bill Schmitz 

Gary Hegarty  
 

Governance Committee 

Mary Catherine  Debra Orr 

  St. Louis, Chair David Schroeder 

Robert Fitzgerald 
 

Mission Committee 

Brian Mulligan, Chair Joan Janoszewski 

Kim Biggs Earl Pizzarelli 

Joe Connolly Jim Toth 
 

Strategic Planning Committee 

Joe George, Chair  Victor Eng 

Joe Connolly Debra Orr 

Scot DeLancey 
 

Technology Committee 

Tom Sharon, Chair Nicolle Lalomia 

Cheryl Brown Mary Lowzinski 

Steve Cistulli Rob Marino 

Tina Grayson Debra Orr 

Gary Hegarty John Wilkins 

Molly Hole 

 

SENIOR  M ANAGEMENT  TEAM   
Debra Orr  Molly Hole 
  Head of School   Interim Principal  

   Early Years Campus 

Julia Derucki 

  Principal,  Anne Mancini 
  Elementary School   Advancement Director 

  

John Findley John Meurer 
  Principal   Facilities Director 

  Middle School 

   Sharon Orrick 

Gary Hegarty   Administrative Assistant 

  Director of Finance    to Head of School  
 

 

SCHOOL  AND  FAMILY  O RGANIZATION   
Kelly Pizzarelli Linda Bailey 
  President   Secretary 
 

Vicky Gastaldi Debbie Kohne 
  Vice President   Treasurer 

 
* We are grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph George for their leader-

ship as Parent Chairs of the 2008-2009 Annual Fund Campaign. 

  
 

Invest in Leadership 
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Operating and Capital Statements  
Fiscal Year 2008 -2009 ending June 30, 2009  

REVENUE AMOUNT 

Tuition and Fees $4,668,573  

Donations $798,970*  

TOTAL REVENUE AND SUPPORT $5,467,543  

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES  

Academic Services $3,935,849  

Support Services $1,872,844  

TOTAL EXPENSES $5,808,693  

Total Assets at the Beginning of the Year $9,889,037  

Total Assets at the End of the Year $9,684,554  

(6) 

* Accounts do not accrue for Georgia GOAL Scholarship revenue (see page 4) until 

    funds are received by the school from GOAL. 

EXPENSES

61%15%

4%

4%

1%

15%
Salaries

Facilities

Tuition Assistance

Instructional
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Development

General &

Administrative

REVENUE

85%

15%

Tuition & Fees

Donations


