
Notre Dame Academy Faculty

Mrs. Diane Ballard, Pre-K4 Teacher
Mrs. Ballard (formerly Ms. Joyce) has been a Teacher of the Year and has twice been nominated by stu-
dents for Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers. She has a bachelor’s degree and is certified to teach el-
ementary education, health and physical education.  She has 15 years teaching experience and previously 
taught middle school math.  This will be her sixth year with Notre Dame Academy.

Mrs. Kelly Bell,  1st Grade Teacher
Mrs. Bell comes to Notre Dame from The Academy in Alpharetta. She has experience working with 1st-5th 
graders. She attended Our Lady of Assumption and graduated from Marist School.  She earned her B.A. 
from Sweet Briar College.  Mrs. Bell also holds a master’s degree in early childhood education. Mrs. Bell 
has completed the Fundations training as well Level 1 of the International Baccalaureate Primary Years 
Program Certification.

Mrs. Cathy Bergwall, 1st Grade Paraprofessional 
Mrs. Bergwall has been at Notre Dame Academy, working with Mrs. Meurer, for three years.  After more 
than 20 years in marketing and corporate investment finance, she began working in education as a para-
professional and found her true calling.  Mrs. Bergwall has her Georgia teaching certificate in elementary 
education and a master’s in business administration, marketing and finance from Ohio State.  Mrs. Berg-
wall lives in Suwanee with her husband and her two children.

Mrs. Deborah Bocklage,  4th Grade Teacher
Mrs. Bocklage has been teaching for 14 years including four years at Pinecrest Academy as the 4th Grade 
team leader and three years as a 2nd grade teacher in Texas.  She was with us as a 4th Grade teacher for 
three years beginning in 2005 with the opening of NDA before moving to St. Louis, MO.  After a two year 
stay in St. Louis, where she taught 5th grade at Immaculate Conception in O’Fallon, Mrs. Bocklage re-
turned to NDA last year in 4th grade. Mrs. Bocklage has a master’s degree in elementary education with an 
emphasis in mathematics and literacy.

Mrs. Cheryl Brown, Media Center Director
Mrs. Brown has over 16 years of teaching experience and is certified in both language arts and library 
media technology. She has taught English and worked on curriculum development at high schools in Il-
linois, Michigan, and Massachusetts. She has spoken at conferences for the National Council of Teachers 
of English, the Georgia Council of Media Organizations, and the Georgia Independent School Association. 
Mrs. Brown has a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University of Michigan, a Master of Arts de-
gree in English and American Literature from Boston College, and has completed the certification program 
in library media technology at Georgia State University.  She is currently working on a Education Specialist 
degree in English at the University of Georgia.



Mr. Bill Clark, PE Teacher
Mr. Clark is a Marist School graduate (Class of 1999). He received his bachelor’s degree from Florida State 
University in sports administration and a master’s degree in the same area at the University of Kansas. 
After working for the Atlanta Braves as a production assistant for two years, Mr. Clark decided to pursue a 
new career in education. He recently completed his master’s of education in health and physical education 
at Georgia State University and is beginning his 3rd year of teaching at Notre Dame Academy.  Mr. Clark 
resides in Tucker, GA with his wife and son . He enjoys being in the outdoors and volunteering for Cure-
Search, a children’s cancer research group. 

Mrs. Cristina Clifford, Pre-K3 Teacher
Mrs. Clifford has over 9 years experience in education in both the public and private school setting. She 
has taught 2nd and 3rd grades, Spanish, and Pre K3.  She has two daughters who attend Notre Dame 
Academy.  

Mrs. Jennifer Cockrell, 4th Grade Teacher
Mrs. Cockrell is in her fifth year of teaching. She has a bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary studies with a 
concentration in elementary education from Old Dominion University in Norfolk, Virginia.

Mrs. Sharon Colletta, EYC Religion Teacher
Mrs. Colletta joins Notre Dame Academy this year as Religion teacher at the EYC.  She earned her Masters 
of Education in curriculum and instruction from Seattle Pacific University and her Bachelor of Arts in Span-
ish from the University of Notre Dame.  She graduated from the Pastoral Ministry Formation program, a 
two-year formation program sponsored by the Archdiocese for Catholic lay adults involved within the for-
mal ministry of the church.  Prior teaching experience includes two years of Spanish and Campus Ministry 
at Blessed Trinity High School.  Mrs. Colletta’s experience with children comes from rearing her own five 
youngsters, four of whom attend Notre Dame Academy. 

Mrs. Mandy Crock,  2nd Grade Teacher
Mrs. Crock is beginning her fourth year teaching 2nd grade at Notre Dame Academy.  She is a Marist 
School graduate and attended Furman University; graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in elementary and 
early childhood education. She received a Master of Arts in early education from Oglethorpe University. 
Mrs. Crock previously taught 1st grade for seven years at Our Lady of Assumption Catholic School in Atlan-
ta. Her professional development includes training in the Orton-Gillingham Reading Program, Marcy Cook 
Mathematics training, Level 1 IB certification, and completion of In-Tech.

Mrs. Marisol DeLopez, Spanish Paraprofessional
Mrs. DeLopez has been in the field of education for many years. She joined the Notre Dame Academy 
five years ago where she currently works as one of our Spanish teachers for our primary aged students.  
Throughout her years as an educator, she has taught Spanish in after school programs for Montessori 
schools and North Fulton public schools and has also participated in the No Child Left Behind program.  In 
addition, Mrs. DeLopez has worked as a Spanish instructor at the department of continuing education for 
Clayton State University where she spent her time preparing adults for the bilingual business world. Hav-
ing been born in South America from Dutch parents, Mrs. DeLopez is fluent in Spanish, Dutch and English. 
Prior to becoming a certified teacher in the state of Georgia, Mrs. DeLopez worked as a dentist in Venezu-
ela where she earned her degree at the UCV “Universidad Central de Venezuela.”

Mrs. Christine Dolgetta, K Paraprofessional
Mrs. Dolgetta comes to us from Horizon Christian School in Suwanee where she spent five years as an 
assistant teacher in the Pre-K4 program. She is also a dedicated Religious Education instructor and has 
worked for several local parishes, including St. John Neumann, Prince of Peace, and currently, St. Monica’s 



Catholic Church in Duluth. She is entering her 12th year as an Early Childhood Paraprofessional, and her 
sixth year at NDA.

Mrs. Nina Dunlap, Pre-K4 Paraprofessional
Mrs. Dunlap has more than eleven years of experience working in the educational field and is now in her 
fourth year at Notre Dame Acadamy. She came to NDA from Horizon Christian School in Suwanee, where 
she served as an assistant teacher for Pre-K students.  She has a Bachelor of Arts in accounting from the 
University of Commerce, Bangkok, Thailand.

Mrs. Lynn Elder, Pre-K3 Teacher
Mrs. Elder joined us from Horizon Christian School in Suwanee, Georgia, where she was the director of the 
four year old program for several years. She is beginning her 5th year of teaching at Notre Dame Academy 
and has been in early education for 17 years. Her teaching experience is with the three and four year old 
children. She enjoys working with young children to help them build their educational foundation. 

Mrs. Barbara Findley, Middle School Math Coordinator and Teacher
Mrs. Findley has served as the math department chair for Pinecrest Academy, Wesleyan School, and Saint 
David’s School, and she was a math teacher for 14 years at Marist School. She is a member the National 
Council of Teachers of Mathematics and has won awards for both her teaching and her distinguished 
service. She also competed twice as a Jeopardy contestant in 1974 and 1997.  Mrs. Findley has a master’s 
degree in secondary mathematics education from Georgia State University and has over 40 years teaching 
experience.

Mr. John Findley,  7th and 8th Grade Social Studies 
Mr. Findley has served over 35 years in public and private education in the Atlanta area.  The first eleven 
years of his career was spent in DeKalb County schools teaching history and other social studies courses 
while coaching football and track.  Mr. Findley’s private school experience began at Marist School.  While at 
Marist, Mr. Findley taught history, coached football and basketball, and was the Dean of Student Discipline.  
After a brief stint in Manhattan, New York at York Preparatory School, Mr. Findley worked at Wesleyan 
School as their first History Department Chairman and at Pinecrest Academy as Academic Coordinator.  
Mr. Findley is a member of the National Council for Social Studies and the Association for Supervision and    
Curriculum Development.  He has a master’s degree in secondary education and history and a master’s 
degree in educational administration and supervision from Georgia State University.

Mr. Chip Follert, 5th Grade Teacher
Mr. Follert comes to Notre Dame Academy with teaching experience at Wesleyan School, Mount Pisgah 
School, and Holy Redeemer Catholic School.  In addition, while completing his MAT at Mercer University.  
Mr. Follert also has coaching experience at Berkshire School and is an avid outdoor enthusiast, with ex-
perience at The National Outdoor Leadership School. Mr. Follert has taught basic financial concepts at 
E. Rivers ES as part of Citigroup’s involvement with Operation Hope and Banking on Our Future. Prior to 
teaching, Mr. Follert was a manager in advertising and financial services.  Mr. Follert lives in Norcross with 
his family. They are active members of All Saints Catholic Church in Dunwoody.

Ms. Whitney Hess, Kindergarten Teacher
Ms. Hess joined Notre Dame Academy in 2008 from St. Jude the Apostle School in Atlanta. She has taught 
Kindergarten and Pre-K4 at Notre Dame Academy. The 2011-2012 school year will be Ms. Hess’ 4th year 
teaching at NDA. Ms. Hess’ teaching experience prior to joining the faculty at NDA was in Kindergarten, 1st, 
and 2nd grades. A graduate of St. Jude the Apostle School and Marist School in Atlanta, Ms. Hess is com-
mitted to Catholic education in the Atlanta area. She has a master’s degree in early childhood education 
from Mercer University and a bachelor’s degree from Auburn University. 



Mrs. Joan Janoszewski, Middle School Teacher and Coordinator of Religious Education
Mrs. Janoszewski came to Notre Dame Academy with 27 years of teaching experience in the Archdiocese 
of New York. She has a bachelor’s degree in English from Middlebury College, where she was a Presiden-
tial Scholar and earned Phi Beta Kappa in three years.  She received her master’s degree in education 
from the College of St. Rose, Albany, New York and has two levels of catechetical certification from the 
Archdiocese of New York.  Mrs. Janoszewski has permanent New York State Certification at the elemen-
tary and high school levels.  She has taught and supervised the teaching of English, Religion, Science, 
and Math at the elementary and middle school levels at various times in her career.  Mrs. Janoszewski 
has taught Religion in several parish programs, as well as in Catholic elementary schools, and has headed 
Christian Ecumenical Summer Sessions for area councils of churches in New York.

Mrs. Kimberly Johnson, 1st Grade Paraprofessional
Mrs. Johnson is in her fourth year with NDA as a paraprofessional.  She has been involved with the school 
since its opening in 2005, and was previously in a customer service role with Ford Motor.  Mrs. Johnson 
has a Bachelor of Arts in political science from the University of Georgia.

Mrs. Malinda Johnson,  Pre-K4 Teacher
Mrs. Johnson joined us from the Friendship Christian School in Cumming, Ga.  She has a master’s degree 
in early education from Wheelock College in Boston and a Bachelor of Science in child development and 
family studies from West Virginia University. Mrs. Johnson also has experience in curriculum implementa-
tion and teacher training at the child care, Pre-K and Kindergarten levels. She is a trained Orton-Gillingham 
reading specialist. This is her third year at Notre Dame Academy.

Mrs. Elizabeth Keddy, Pre-K3 Paraprofessional

Ms. Dana Landers, PYP/Curriculum Coordinator
Ms. Landers has taught both Kindergarten and 1st grade and has worked as an Early Intervention Teacher 
at various schools in Georgia, including Findley Oaks Elementary in Duluth where she was named Teacher 
of the Year.  She also has been nominated for the Braves Teacher of the Year Award and has taught both 
advanced students and students in need of extra help.  She piloted a special program at the Primrose 
School of Christopher Robin that combined Kindergarten and 1st grade.  Ms. Landers has her bachelor’s 
degree in early childhood education from the University of Georgia and her master’s degree in teaching 
from Piedmont College.  This is her 16th year in education.  

Mrs. Elizabeth Law, Pre-K4 Paraprofessional
Mrs. Law is in her fourth year at Notre Dame having taught several years in the public schools. She has 
also completed Montessori training and taught in a Montessori School for several years.  Before coming to 
Notre Dame Academy she was the lead teacher for two years for a Pre-K4 class.  She graduated from the 
University of Georgia with a Bachelor of Science in early childhood education.

Mrs. Bernice Leonard, Kindergarten Teacher
Mrs. Leonard is from South Africa and has over 20 years of international teaching experience.  She is 
beginning her sixth year at Notre Dame Academy as a Kindergarten Teacher.  She has had the privilege of 
receiving the RBC Teacher of the Year award.  Mrs. Leonard received her bachelor’s degree in early child-
hood/elementary education from Cape Peninsula University of Technology. 

Mrs. Amy LoCurto,  Music Teacher
Mrs. LoCurto has her Master of Music from Georgia State University and a Bachelor of Music from South-
ern Illinois University.  She also completed her Level 1 Orff Certification . She has 11 years experience 



teaching general music, band, and chorus in the Catholic schools.  This will be her third year at Notre 
Dame Academy.

Mrs. Sonya Loflin, 7th & 8th Grade Science Teacher & Science Lab  
Mrs. Loflin has been with Notre Dame Academy for four years beginning her career here as an assistant 
in the science lab. She now teaches Grades 1-5 in the science lab, 7th Grade Life Science, and 8th Grade 
Physical Science.  Mrs. Loflin is also the local school coordinator for the Gwinnett Science & Engineering 
Fair, Junior Division.  She has a T-4 certification in Science Education, Biology Specific from the University 
of Georgia.  She also holds a Bachelor of Science in nursing (RN) from the University of North Alabama.  
Mrs. Loflin has two children at NDA and volunteers with the NDA boys’ basketball team.  

Ms. Mary Lowzinski, 4th Grade Teacher
Ms. Lowzinski is beginning her fifth year teaching at Notre Dame Academy.  She spent three years teaching 
2nd grade, a split a year as the Technology Specialist and teaching 5th grade.  This will be her eighth year 
teaching.  She has taught in Fulton County Schools and at Holy Spirit Preparatory School.  She graduated 
from Virginia Tech with a degree in computer science.  She earned a master’s degree in early childhood 
education from Georgia State University.  She enjoys living out her vocation of teaching in a Catholic school 
and helping students grow both academically and spiritually.

Mrs. Debbie Mentesana, Kindergarten Paraprofessional
Mrs. Mentesana is in her third year as a Paraprofessional having spent the past two years in 1st grade. She 
attended Hofstra University. Since then, she has held several educational positions including Parish School 
Religious Coordinator at St. Brigid’s Catholic Church, substitute teacher in Cobb County, Center Director 
and teacher at Kinder Care Learning Centers.  Mrs. Mentesana has three children, one grown and two 
attending Notre Dame Academy.

Mrs. Lauren Meurer, 1st Grade Teacher
Mrs. Meurer joined our faculty five years ago after teaching in public schools. This is Mrs. Meurer’s ninth 
year teaching; eight of which have been in first grade.  She graduated Cum Laude with a B.S. (concentra-
tion in early childhood education) from Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio.  She was awarded “Outstand-
ing First Year Teacher” by the McIntosh Trail Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa in 2004.  Mrs. Meurer has com-
pleted “Fundations” and Fountas and Pinnell Guided Reading training.  She has also completed Levels 1 
and 2 of International Baccalaureate Primary Years Certification.

Mrs. Trisha Miletello, 4th Grade Teacher
Mrs. Miletello will begin her 4th year at Notre Dame Academy. She was with us 2005-2008 before moving 
out of the area.  She graduated from Louisiana State University with a degree in early childhood education 
and has over 12 years of diverse teaching experience since that time, including 8 years teaching a multi-
age classroom at Tulane University Laboratory School, and preschool at St. Brigid Day School.  She holds 
a Georgia teaching certificate in both elementary education (K- 5th grade) and early childhood education 
(birth- 5 years of age) and has a commitment to being a life long learner and teacher.  Mrs. Miletello has 
been trained in IB PYP Level 1, IB PYP Assessments, Fountas and Pinnell, and Differentiation.

Mrs. Alanna Moore,  2nd Grade Teacher
Mrs.  Moore is entering her sixth year of teaching at NDA.  Formerly, a kindergarten teacher at the EYC,  she 
will be starting her second year as a 2nd grade teacher at our main campus.  With over nineteen years of 
teaching experience,  Mrs. Moore has taught Kindergarten through 5th Grades in both private and public 
school settings.  She is a native of St. Rose, Louisiana. Mrs. Moore has a  Bachelor of Arts degree in Ger-
man International Relations from Dillard University in New Orleans, Louisiana.  She has studied abroad in 
Rothenberg, Germany at the Goethe Institute where she studied both the German culture and language.  



Mrs. Susan Murphy,  2nd Grade Teacher
This is Ms. Murphy’s fifth year teaching at Notre Dame Academy.  She previously taught at Christ the King 
Elementary School in Atlanta for 9 years.  She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in health and physical 
Education from Georgia State University.  She holds certification in health and physical education, K-12, 
and elementary education K-5th Grade.

Ms. Nedgé Nicolas, Pre-K3 Paraprofessional
Ms. Nicolas has been a Pre-K3 and Pre-K4 Paraprofessional at NDA since 2007. She was a French Teacher 
for Pre-K to Kindergarten prior to joining Notre Dame Academy.  She is currently pursuing a degree in early 
childhood education at Gwinnett Technical College.

Mrs. Irene Nowicki, 1st Grade Teacher
Mrs. Nowicki has nineteen years of teaching experience, with fourteen of those years as a 1st grade 
teacher.   Having previously taught in Maryland and Texas, Mrs. Nowicki will be starting her seventh year 
here at Notre Dame Academy.  She and her family lived in South Africa for five years and have traveled in 
Africa, Europe, Singapore and Thailand.  Mrs. Nowicki holds a master’s degree in elementary education 
from Johns Hopkins University and is fluent in Polish.  She has completed levels 1, 2 and 3 of the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Programme Certification, has been trained in the Fountas & Pinnell Reading Program, 
as well as Singapore Math and the Fundations Phonics Program.  She is Notre Dame Academy’s 2011 
Catholic Educator Honoree of the Year.

Ms. Kristen O’Brien,  3rd Grade Teacher	
Ms. O’Brien has been in the education profession for 14 years. While teaching at Pinckneyville Middle 
School in Norcross, Ms. O’Brien was a finalist for Teacher of the Year and nominated for the Teacher of 
Promise Award. She also taught at Holy Trinity Catholic School in Charlotte, NC and has tutored elementary 
school students for eight years.  Ms. O’Brien is a Marist School graduate with a Bachelor of Arts in educa-
tion from Emory University and a master’s in Education from Georgia State University.

Mr. Ken Oxendine, Athletic Director and PE Teacher
Mr. Oxendine has an impressive background in sports. During his college years, he was a star football 
player at Virginia Tech. The honors he received included the MVP award at the Orange Bowl game. He later 
went on to play for the Atlanta Falcons as a running back.  After an injury ended his professional play-
ing career, he returned to Virginia Tech to acquire his master’s in education.  Mr. Oxendine developed a 
foundation in his name, Brown and Oxendine Sports Group, to help mentor middle and high school boys 
towards a better life using Christian values and moral principles. He also coached on every level of football 
before joining Notre Dame Academy as a Physical Education Teacher and Athletic Director. 

Mrs. Kathy Paryzek,  1st Grade Paraprofessional
Mrs. Paryzek has been in the early childhood field for over 23 years. Previously, she taught and assisted 
at Pinecrest Academy in Pre-K and Kindergarten. She received her Bachelor of Science in elementary and 
secondary physical education from Memphis State University and her Associate Degree in orthotics from 
Shelby State Community College. 

Ms. Patti Phillips, 5th Grade Teacher
Ms. Phillips, in her fifth year of teaching at Notre Dame Academy and now a 5th grade teacher, came to us 
from the Forsyth County School System where she was on temporary staff, teaching Kindergarten through 
5th Grade and the Gifted Program. She was also a full-time 3rd grade teacher. She has a Bachelor of Sci-
ence in elementary education from the College of Charleston.  She is also certified as an Early Childhood 
Educator (K-5), a certified Middle Grades Educator (6-8) in Social Studies and Language Arts.  Ms. Phillips 
has been teaching faith formation at her parish for 9 years.



Mrs. Kelly Quinn, Kindergarten Paraprofessional
Mrs. Quinn has been a Kindergarten Paraprofessional at NDA since 2005.  She was a preschool teacher 
prior to joining Notre Dame Academy. She has a bachelor’s degree from Loyola University.  Mrs. Quinn has 
two children currently enrolled at Notre Dame Academy.

Dr. Karinna Riddett-Moore, Art Teacher
This is Dr. Riddett-Moore’s fifth year teaching the visual arts at Notre Dame Academy. She holds a Doctor of 
Philosophy in art with an emphasis in art education from the University of Georgia as well as a bachelor’s 
degree in fine art, studio art, and a master’s degree in art education. Dr. Riddett-Moore has been teach-
ing the visual arts for ten years, her experiences include teaching K-5th in Gwinnett County Public Schools 
and teaching undergraduate art education courses at the University of Georgia. She is an active member 
of GAEA (Georgia Art Education Association) and serves as the co-editor of Collage, a GAEA publication. Her 
current artwork is in the areas of ceramics and fabric arts. Her research focuses on how students learn to 
develop themselves ethically through the daily practice of art making, and how the arts help develop our 
ability to relate to others and shift our perspectives in order to become more empathetic, compassionate 
people.

Mrs. Maria Rios, Spanish Teacher
Mrs. Rios moved to the United States eight years ago from Mexico. She has worked as an ESL instructor 
at institutions ranging from Gwinnett Technical College to the Marist’s University of Monterrey in Mexico. 
When working for the University of Monterrey as an English teacher she went to Dalton High School in 
Dalton, Georgia for a year with the Georgia Project, an exchange program between the University and the 
Dalton Education Center to teach and guide the Hispanic community. She is certified in Georgia as a Span-
ish teacher and has provided private lessons for numerous years. She is fluent in both Spanish and English 
and has her master’s degree in education from the University of Monterrey. She has taught Spanish from 
Pre-K to Middle School at NDA.

Mrs. Tracy Roome, Kindergarten Teacher
This is Mrs. Roome’s sixth year teaching at Notre Dame Academy and her 21st year teaching overall . Mrs. 
Roome is from South Africa and has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Witwatersrand, specializing 
in early childhood education, mathematics, and remedial education.  She is certified in the state of Georgia 
to teach Kindergarten-5th grades. Before joining NDA, Mrs. Roome spent three years teaching 4th Grade in 
DeKalb County.  

Mrs. Anne-Marie Schaefer, PE Teacher
This is Mrs. Schaefer’s seventh year at Notre Dame Academy. Before joining NDA, she spent six years 
working with children at preschools and the YMCA. Mrs. Schaefer has a bachelor’s degree from Connecti-
cut State University. She continues to be active at the YMCA as both an aerobics instructor and a family 
programs lead. She has had children at Notre Dame Academy since it’s opening and will for years to come. 
The Schaefer Family belongs to Mary Our Queen Catholic Church in Norcross.  

Ms. Stacey Shields, Learning Specialist
Ms. Shields brings with her over 25 years of educational experience in both the public and private sectors. 
This includes running a private tutoring and consulting practice, teaching students Pre-K through 12 with 
and without learning disabilities,  presenting at conferences addressing cross-curriculum efforts to teach-
ing problem solving strategies, and acting as an independent contractor for various educational software 
companies, including Pearson Education. For three years, she served as department head for reading at 
the Brandon Hall School in Atlanta where she also taught language arts skills to grades 4-12. Just prior to 
coming to Notre Dame Academy, Mrs. Shields was an educational consultant for HOSTS Learning which 
creates educational software and curriculum management systems. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in politi-



cal science from St. Lawrence University in Canton, NY and a Master of Science in special education from 
the State University at Albany in NY.  Mrs. Shields is also Orton-Gillingham certified and is trained in Project 
Read, a highly effective alternative curriculum for teaching reading, writing, and composition. 

Mr. Andy Smolynsky, 6th Grade Teacher
Mr. Andy Smolynsky comes to us with 13 years of experience in education that includes both administra-
tive work and teaching at the elementary, middle and high school levels.  He holds a master’s degree in 
education from the University of Georgia and has done graduate work at North Georgia College and State 
University with a middle school concentration.  Mr. Smolynsky studied Ukrainian and German languages 
while spending significant time in Europe. He has a passion for literature and history and loves to create 
discovery moments with his students as he leads them to learning. His favorite teaching style is shared 
inquiry. Mr. Smolynsky is trained in both Fountas and Pinnell and Great Books programs. He is excited to 
apply his knowledge and expertise with his students at Notre Dame.  

Mrs. Emily Smolynsky, 4th Grade Teacher
Mrs. Smolynsky proudly begins her 14th year in education. She graduated summa cum laude with a B.S. in 
elementary education from Franciscan University. She studied abroad in Austria and traveled in Europe for 
four months. Mrs. Smolynsky taught elementary school in Forsyth County for 5 years before completing her 
master’s degree in library media at Georgia State University. She was awarded the Masters of Education 
Graduate Award for Library Media Technology in 2006. For 8 years, Mrs. Smolynsky was a lower school me-
dia specialist at a private school.  She was chosen to attend an exclusive Summer Institute at the Library 
of Congress in Washington D.C. in 2008. Her Georgia teaching certificates include PK-8th classroom teach-
ing and PK-12th Library Media. Mrs. Smolynsky is trained in Fountas and Pinnell, Great Books, and the IB 
Primary Years Programme. She is thrilled to join NDA as a third grade teacher. 

Mrs. Jan Snider, 6th Grade Teacher
Mrs. Snider is in her 6th year teaching at Notre Dame Academy and has 16 years of experience teaching 
middle school students. She has taught public school students and as a Catholic educator at St. Mary’s 
School in Annapolis, Maryland. She has her master’s degree in Education from John Hopkins University 
and has professional certification for teaching middle school students in the State of Georgia. She teaches 
6th grade Math, Science, Religion, and 7th grade Pre-Algebra.

Mrs. Margo Wach, 5th Grade Teacher
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